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HISTORY OF THE SWEDES OF ILLINOIS. 

Edited by Ernst W. Olson in collaboration with Anders 
Schon and Martin J. Engberg. Parts II and III, edited 
by Ernst W. Olson and Martin J. Engberg. Illustrated. 
Published by The Engberg-Holmberg Publishing Com- 
pany, 358 Chicago Avenue, Chicago, HI., 1908. 

With the completion of this work, which has been in 
preparation for several years, the History of the Swedes 
of Illinois is an accomplished fact. 

The work, which comprises about 1,600 pages, is di- 
vided into two principal departments, one purely histori- 
cal, the other biographical. It is the history proper which 
determines its place and rank among works of the same 
kind. Instead of a mass of miscellany thrown together 
without order or system, we find in the work before us 
that the material, gathered from reliable sources, has 
been thoroughly worked over and independently ar- 
ranged. "Svenskarne i Hlinois" (by Eric Johnson and 
C. F. Peterson) the direct precursor of this work, while 
a meritorious book in its day, will by no means endure 
comparison with the one now published. 

The first two chapters, covering 160 pages, aim to give 
a historical review of Illinois and Chicago. In chapter 
HE, we meet with the earliest Swedish settlers in the 
State. We are made acquainted with Eaphael Widen, 
"the first Swede in Illinois," Jonas Hedstrom, "the first 
Swedish preacher in Hlinois, O. G. Lange, "the first 
Swede in Chicago," Ghistaf Flack, "the first Swedish 
business man in Chicago," and others. 

The story of the Bishop Hill Colony - in many respects 
the most absorbing chapter of all - is excellently written 
and offers much that is new. 

To the various Swedish settlements which sprang up 
here and there in the State is devoted quite a detailed 
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historical review. The history of each of the Swedish 
church bodies is given, and their place in these volumes 
is quite proper because of the fact that each of the five 
principal ones had its humble origin in the State of 
Illinois. 

A chapter upon which much labor has been bestowed 
is that dealing with the part played by the Illinois Swedes 
in the civil war. Until this time there has been very little 
positive information available under this head. From 
official war records a great many interesting facts have 
been collected. Thus we learn that approximately 1,350 
Swedes of Illinois served for greater or less periods in 
the Union army. As the total Swedish population of the 
State at that time (the outbreak of the war) did not ex- 
ceed 7,000, we find that one Swede in Illinois out of every 
five fought in the war, while for the general population 
the ratio is lower - one to seven. 

Still another chapter presenting a wealth of old things 
new to many of this generation is that on music and 
musicians. It is highly interesting to learn something 
about those who during the earliest period and later 
furthered the interests of music among the Swedish- 
Americans. 

Special chapters are devoted to the literary men and 
the artists. This is also true of the prolific fraternal and 
other Swedish organizations. The material is treated 
with an eye to essentials and presented with historical 
accuracy. 

In the biographical part are given brief sketches, ac- 
companied by portraits, of some 900 men and women who 
creditably represent the Swedish- Americans of the State. 

VALUABLE GIFT TO THE LIBEAEY. 
The Illinois State Historical Library has received as 

a gift from the Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, Hon. "Win. M. Olin, a complete set, comprising 
seventeen large quarto volumes entitled Massachusetts 
Soldiers and Sailors in the Eevolutionary War. 

This is a valuable gift and is a great addition to the 
genealogical collection of the Library. 
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THE BEINCKERHOFF GENEALOGY. 

Mr. George M. Brinkerhoff of Springfield, HI., a mem- 
ber of the Illinois State Historical Society, has presented 
the library with a copy of the genealogy of the Brincker- 
hoff family. 

THE BEALL AND EDWAEDS FAMILY. 

Mr. Albert S. Edwards, custodian of the Lincoln Home 
at Springfield, Illinois, and a member of the Illinois State 
Historical Society, has presented the Illinois State His- 
torical Library with a sketch, prepared by himself, of the 
Beal and Edwards family. 

THE MILLER FAMILY OF VIRGINIA. 

Mr. Milo Ouster of Bloomington, Illinois, has pub- 
lished a sketch of the Rev. Alexander Miller of Virginia 
and some of his descendants. 

THE ANCESTRY AND FAMILY OF SOPHIA 
FIDELIA HALL. 

Mrs. Sophia Fidelia Hall Coe of Meriden, Connecticut, 
has prepared a volume entitled Memoranda Relating to 
the Ancestry and Family of Sophia Fidelia Hall. Mrs. 
Coe has presented a copy of her book to the Illinois State 
Historical Library. 

YATES GENEALOGY. 

Hon. Richard Yates has presented to the Library a 
copy of the volume entitled Descendants of Michael 
Yates, by his sons, Abner and John, Genealogical chart, 
by the Hon. Richard Yates. Governor Yates has spent a 
great deal of time and labor upon this genealogical chart 
of the Yates family, which contains a great deal of valu- 
able information in relation to the Yates and allied 
families. 

The Library and Society is very desirous of receiving 
material relating to the families and the ancestors of 
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the people of Illinois, and is very grateful to those per- 
sons who have remembered the Library with such dona- 
tions. The field of family history is so large that the li- 
brary is unable to purchase such works, being compelled 
to confine its genealogical purchases to works of a more 
general character, but the trustees and the librarian are 
very much pleased to receive donations of such genea- 
logical matter. 

CIVIL WAE SCEAP BOOKS. 

Eev. Fred H. Wines has recently presented to the 
Historical Library two scrap books containing news- 
paper clippings collected during the civil war. The clip- 
pings are remarkably well arranged and begin with the 
opening of the war, the fall of Sumpter, the calls for 
troops, etc. They, however, are mostly confined to the 
early months of the war. It is to be regretted that the 
clippings do not cover a longer period, but they are most 
valuable and interesting historical material for the time 
which they cover. 

MA JOE GENEEAL FEEDEEICK STEELE AND 
STAFF. 

The April number of Americana contains an article 
entitled Major General Frederick Steele and Staff. A 
resurrected photograph of the civil war, by Edmund 
Frederick Steele Joy, Ph. D. An excellent reproduction 
of the photograph taken at Little Eock, December, 1864, 
accompanies the article. A very interesting account is 
given of the military service of General Steele and of his 
acquaintance with General Grant. One of the most inter- 
esting parts of the article is the list of the officers who 
were with General Steele in the picture, as well as of 
others who were associated with him during the war, and 
the accounts of their services. A number of these officers 
were Illinois men. 
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